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    Supervisor Dianne Jacob is 

soaking up the sun ð and making 

a point in the process. 

    A strong advocate of clean, 

renewable energy, she recently 

had 18 state-of-the-art solar pan-

els placed on top of her house in 

Jamul. 

    The home improvement project 

underscores her view that alterna-

tive sources of energy donôt have 

to come at the expense of rural 

communities. She and her East 

County constituents have long 

voiced concern about the po-

tential impacts of industrial-

scale wind farms and other 

massive, energy-related pro-

jects in the regionôs outback. 

    She said power-generation 

should begin, when possible, at 

home. 

    ñClean, efficient solar panels 

ð added to rooftops in our 

communities ð would help 

make us energy self-sufficient 

without ruining our backcoun-

try,ò Jacob said in a recent 

speech, delivered moments after 

she was sworn in for a new 

term. 

    Plus, it means paying little or  

Goodbye utility bills, hello sun 

    Supervisor Jacob recently kicked off a fresh 

term in office by pledging to redou-

ble her efforts to boost fire protec-

tion, public safety and other issues 

critical to her East County constitu-

ents. 

    With her husband, Paul, at her 

side, Jacob was formally sworn in 

during a ceremony in January at the 

County Operations Center in Kearny 

Mesa. 

    She joined the Board of Supervisors in 1993 

and has held elective office longer than any 

woman in San Diego County government history. 

Her six consecutive terms also tie the 

board record. 

    Speaking to a packed audience at the 

swearing-in, she said she was humbled 

and honored to be re-elected last year 

and that her enthusiasm for public ser-

vice remains as strong as ever. 

    ñTwenty years ago, I felt a deep pas-

sion about the hard work ahead of me 

and promised to fight for the people in 

my district and make county government account-

Continued on next page 

Jacob begins historic 6th term; outlines priorities 

Energy from above: Supervisor Jacob recently had 18 solar panels installed atop her Jamul home to generate all her electricity. 

The Supervisor favors green energy projects that donôt take a toll on East Countyôs backcountry 
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Have ideas on how to make your community a better place? Questions or concerns 

about county government? Join the supervisor at these informal community coffees.  

 

Coffee with Constituents  

nothing for electricity each month. ñI 

really look forward to not having to 

pay SDG&E again for electricity 

 ð this year or ever!ò she said. 

    She is eager to work with Supervi-

sor Dave Roberts and San Diego 

Mayor Bob Filner ð also vocal pro-

ponents of rooftop solar ð on re-

gional energy issues, including ex-

ploring ways to encourage more 

homeowners to install panels. 

    Jacobôs panels each measure 

roughly 5 feet by 3 feet and are ex-

pected to produce all of her household 

electricity. They were installed in late 

January by Sullivan Solar Power of 

San Diego. 

    Homeowners who purchase solar 

panels are eligible for a federal tax 

credit and a state rebate. Additional 

financial incentives are available to 

businesses, through the statewide 

Property Assessed Clean Energy, or 

PACE, program.  

    The construction of Sunrise Power-

link, a massive transmission line that 

SDG&E completed last year, has 

added to concerns about the industriali-

zation of the backcountry. Jacob and 

others consider the East County line a 

blight on the environment and say it 

has heightened the risk of wildfire in 

areas that are already fire-prone. 

    ñSome argue that high-cost, high-

risk projects like Powerlink are the 

price we must pay to feed Californiaôs 

energy needs,ò Jacob said. ñThey say 

we all love our backcountry, but we 

love our state more. 

    ñThis is a false choice. It's not one at 

the expense of the other.ò 

Friday, February 22, 8:30 a.m. 

Ramona Town Hall 

729 Main St., Ramona 

Term   

Continued from Page 1 

  
 

 
 

Thursday, March 14, 8:30 a.m. 

Pine Valley Library 

28804 Old Hwy. 80 

Continued from Page 1 

Solar  

    Jacob also promised to press for 

more recreational facilities, open-

space preservation and hiking and 

riding trails in her supervisorial area ï 

District 2. The 2,000-square-mile dis 

trict is the countyôs largest and in-

cludes Julian, El Cajon, Campo, 

Lakeside and Alpine. 

    She was sworn in by local Cal Fire 

Chief Thom Porter, who is also head 

of the County Fire Authority. 

    As the new term begins, Jacob is 

looking to build on her already-deep 

ties to her district. 

    Late last year, she launched her 

first Facebook and Twitter accounts,. 

She and her staff are also overhauling 

her website ð for the first time 

since it was created in the 1990s. 

    The revamped site, 

www.diannejacob.com, will be eas-

ier to navigate, better organized and 

will include more up-to-date infor-

mation on issues and events vital to 

District 2 residents. 

    ñCompared to when the website 

was started, my constituents are 

more likely now to go online first 

for information about their commu-

nities and government ð so itôs 

important to have a site that helps 

meet those needs,ò Jacob said. ñIt 

gives District 2 residents a detailed 

look at all the issues Iôm working on 

as their elected representative.ò 

-able to the taxpayer ð the people 

who pay the bills!ò she said. ñThat 

passion remains. I am here to serve 

you and to make county govern-

ment work for you.ò    

    She said her priorities include 

completing the consolidation of ru-

ral fire agencies to better coordinate 

services within the most fire-prone 

communities. 

    She called for additional public 

safety improvements and noted that 

a Sheriffôs station will open later 

this year in Rancho San Diego. She 

will continue to team up with law 

enforcement on issues like human 

trafficking and gangs. 

    She vowed to work with San Diego 

Mayor Bob Filner and her new col-

league, Supervisor Dave Roberts, on 

energy issues, including exploring 

ways to encourage property owners to 

install rooftop solar panels (see re-

lated story in this issue). 

To read Jacobôs swearing-in speech 

go to: www.diannejacob.com 

Click on Press Box. 

 
 

Swearing-in: The Board of Supervisors at recent ceremony. 

http://www.diannejacob.com
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Problem solved  Board clears  

path for new 

La Mesa park 
    It looks like thereôs a new park in 

La Mesaôs future. 

    The Board of Supervisors in late 

January agreed to sell a roughly three-

acre plot of land, located on the south 

side of La Mesa, to the city. The prop-

erty is on the northwest corner of 

Waite Drive and Murray Hill Road. 

    The La Mesa City Council ap-

proved the $650,000 purchase earlier 

this year and officials there have said 

they intend to eventually develop it 

into a neighborhood park. The land 

had been used for years as a mainte-

nance yard and, more recently, as a 

construction staging area. 

    ñThis is great news for the city of 

La Mesa and the county,ò said Jacob, 

whose district includes the East 

County suburb. ñIôm sure the youth 

and adults in the community will be 

excited to hear that this will soon be a 

recreational area.ò 

    Jacob praised county staff, includ-

ing Department of General Services 

Director April Heinze, for making 

sure the sale went through. 

    In 2011, the county completed a 

cleanup of the property, including the 

removal of underground tanks and the 

remediation of contaminated soil. 

    The creation of more parks and the 

preservation of open space have been 

Jacob priorities since she was first 

elected to county office more than 20 

years ago. 

    Within the unincorporated parts of 

her district, new parks and play-

grounds have been added and more 

than 80,000 acres have been pre-

served from development. 

County targets Spring Valley eyesore 

Have an issue that needs county 

attention? Email : 

dianne.jacob@sdcounty.ca.gov 

  

 

 

and removed much of the combusti- 

ble vegetation on the Diversion Drive 

property. 

    County planning and code enforce-

ment officials supervised the board-

ing-up of the house and the removal 

of debris. More than 140 cubic yards 

of household items and trash were 

hauled away. 

    The response: The neighbors were 

pleased with the outcome. 

    In a Jan. 7 letter to Jacob, Kocher 

wrote: ñOn behalf of myself and my 

neighbors, please accept our thanks 

for your involvement in getting 

prompt action taken at this property. 

Also, please pass along our thanks to 

county Chief Administrative Officer 

Helen Robbins-Meyer, along with 

county planning and land-use and the 

San Miguel Fire Protection District, 

for their joint contributions in dealing 

with this problem property.ò 

   The problem: A major eyesore on 

Diversion Drive, a residential street 

in the heart of Spring Valley. 

    Residents complained that a nearby 

house had been abandoned by its 

owner and had become a magnet for 

vermin and vagrants. Photos taken 

last year by one neighbor showed 

overgrown vegetation, busted win-

dows and junk-filled rooms on the 

suburban property. 

    They worried it was a serious fire 

hazard. 

    ñOur neighborhood has endured 

this abandoned house in our midst for 

too long,ò wrote resident David Ko-

cher, in a December letter to Supervi-

sor Jacob. ñIt is now an unbearable 

blight. We neighbors have neither the 

authority nor the means to handle the 

situation on our own.ò 

    The follow-up: Jacob asked fire 

officials and county staff to look into 

the matter and try to remedy the 

problem. 
    The San Miguel Consolidated Fire 

Protection District, working with a  
fire-abatement contractor, trimmed  

From abandoned to abated: Neighborhood concerns about a vacant house spurred a clean-up. 

For more information on county 

parks go to:  

www.co.san-diego.ca.us/parks 
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