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Air attack: A new Bell 205 A-1 helicopter has joined the countyôs ASTREA fleet.             

    A third firefighting helicop-

ter. An interactive fire hazard 

map. Beefed-up paramedic 

service. 

     Those are among the fire 

protection and emergency ser-

vices improvements carried out 

by the county in recent months. 

    ñWe continue to build on the 

major public safety investments 

weôve made in recent years, all 

 

 

Resources at the ready  

Local Alzheimerôs fight ramps up 
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    They named 

the recipients of 

research grants 

awarded by Col-

laboration4Cure,  

a local initiative 

run by Alzhei-

merôs San  

Diego. 

    To donate to 

C4C, call 858-492-4400. The 

research initiative is a spinoff of 

the county-led Alzheimerôs  

Project. 

     Supervisor 

Jacob recently 

teamed up with 

San Diego 

Mayor Kevin 

Faulconer,  

philanthropist 

Darlene Shiley 

and many of the 

regionôs top 

brain researchers to announce a 

groundbreaking grant program 

aimed at developing a cure for 

Alzheimerôs disease. 

  

Fire, emergency services expanded 

Ready for El Ni¶o?  
What you can  
do to prepare 

INSIDE:  

New program 

links veterans 

to assistance  
     San Diego County is extend-

ing a hand online to hard-to-

reach rural veterans and their 

families. 

    The new Vet Connect pro-

gram links veterans to county 

staff via a two-way video hook-

up, making it easier for veterans 

who live in the backcountry to 

apply for services. 

    The service is available at the 

Julian Library, but county staff 

are planning to expand it to  

other East County facilities, in-

cluding libraries in Campo  

and Ramona. 

    ñVet Connect is a lifeline de-

signed to make it easier to pro-

vide critical services to those 

who have served our country,ò 

said Supervisor Jacob. ñIt specif-

ically targets veterans in our 

more out-of-reach areas, saving 

them a long trip into town.ò  

     The Supervisor joined one of 

her colleagues, Supervisor Bill 

Horn, and county Military & 

Veterans Affairs staff at a recent 

demonstration of the video link. 

    For more information call  

county Military & Veterans 

Affairs at 858-694-3222. 
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    With forecasters 

expecting a wetter-

than-usual winter due 

to El Ni¶o, county 

emergency officials 

are asking residents 

and businesses to be 

ready. 

    Make sure you 

have prepared your 

property for possible flooding and 

have a family disaster preparedness 

plan. For assistance, go to 

www.readysandiego.org. 

    The county continues to offer free 

sand and sandbags to residents and 

businesses in unincorporated commu-

nities, including Julian, Ramona, Al-

pine and Campo. 

    The county Office of Emergency  

Services and the Department of Public  

New study: Supervisor Jacob joins law enforcement experts for the release of a report on trafficking.  

    ƴ   Julian: Cal 

Fire Station 50, 

1587 Highway 78. 

    ƴ Alpine:  

Alpine Fire Pro-

tection District  

Station 17, 1364 

Tavern Rd. (bags 

only). 

    ƴ Ramona: Cal 

Fire Station 82, 3410 Dye Rd. 

    ƴ Dulzura: Cal Fire Station 30, 

17304 Highway 94. 

    ƴ Boulevard: County/Cal Fire Fire 

and Rescue Station, 40080 Ribbon-

wood Rd. (shown in photo above). 

Works are asking residents to check if 

their properties are in flood-prone  

areas, such as near a hillside covered 

with little or no vegetation that could 

erode. 

    Bags and sand are available at these 

East County locations: 

    ƴ Rancho San Diego: Cal Fire Sta-

tion 20, 2249 Jamacha Rd. (bags only). 

    ƴ Crest: Cal Fire Station 28, 1811 

Suncrest Blvd. 

Sex trafficking 

study shows 

troubling trend  

 
    Among the steps taken: The estab-

lishment of a 10 p.m. curfew in unin-

corporated communities; periodic  

curfew sweeps by the Sheriffôs De-

partment; and teaming up with Gross- 

-mont Union High School District 

educators to address the issue. 

    The county has also led the creation 

of a trafficking task force that includes 

many public safety agencies. 

    In the wake of a disturbing new 

study on human trafficking, Supervi-

sor Dianne Jacob says combating the 

horrific crime must remain a leading 

public safety priority. 

    The groundbreaking study, written 

by local academic researchers, docu-

ments the prevalence of trafficking 

among gangs across the county. 

    ñThe ugly truth is that San Diego 

County has a thriving underground sex 

economy,ò Jacob said. ñWeôre talking 

about girls as young as 14 or 15, being 

turned into victims of human traffick-

ing.ò 

    In recent years, the Supervisor has 

helped spearhead efforts to address the 

issue. 

Ready for El Ni¶o? County asks residents to prepare 

Download the countyôs 

emergency preparedness app:  

www.readysandiego.org 

http://www.readysandiego.org/
http://www.readysandiego.org/SDEmergencyApp/?nomobileredirect=true
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Problem solved  

An occasional series about issues raised and resolved in East County 

Have a problem that needs  

county attention? Email:  

dianne.jacob@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Safety  
Continued from Page 1 

    The problem: Larry Bradford of 

Alpine summed it up in an email to 

Supervisor Jacob ð ñI ran across a 

traffic/pedestrian hazard at the 1500 

block of Tavern Rd. that I just couldn't 

let go and say nothing. 

    The pathway on the outside of the 

guard rail is so badly eroded away it is 

no longer usable. It is a major fall haz-

ard. This forces the pedestrian to walk 

on the roadside of the guard rail. 

    Twice daily an unknown number of 

Joan McQueen Middle Schoolers walk 

up and down this road. This is an acci-

dent looking for a place to 

happen.ò 

    Bradford also took the photo shown 

above and sent it to the Supervisorôs 

office. 

    The follow-up: The Supervisor 

asked the county Department of Public      

Works, led by Director Rich Crompton, 

to look into the issue. 

    A public works crew inspected the  

spot and quickly repaired the eroded 

pathway next to the guard rail, making 

it easier for students to walk safely near 

the busy road. 

    ñThank you for bringing this mainte-

nance matter to our attention,ò Cromp-

ton told Bradford. 

    The response: Larry Bradford was 

pleased with the outcome. He says the 

path is much safer now for McQueen 

students and others in Alpine. 

    ñItôs fixed, and now they have a safe 

way to go to school,ò he said. 

Roadside fix ends wayward walk 
Stretch of Tavern Road no longer a hazard for pedestrians 

in an effort to better protect people 

and property, especially in our vul-

nerable backcountry,ò said the Su-

pervisor. 

    Details on some of the improve-

ments: 

    ƴ Around-the-clock paramedic 

service is now available out of the 

Intermountain Fire Station near Ra-

mona and the Jacumba Fire  

Station, thanks to the county Fire 

Authority and Cal Fire. 

    Both moves were intended to fur-

ther improve emergency response 

times in the backcountry. 

    ƴ The county debuted its new 

Wildfire Hazard Map, an interactive 

tool that allows residents to learn 

the degree of wildfire hazard in their 

neighborhood and how to better pre-

pare for an emergency.  

    A link to the map can be found 

at www.ReadySanDiego.org. 

    ƴ The county added a third heli-

copter, a Bell 205 A-1, to its aerial 

firefighting fleet. The fleet is operat-

ed by ASTREA, the Sheriffôs 

Department aviation unit based at 

Gillespie Field in El Cajon. 

    The helicopter can hoist equip-

ment and ferry firefighters, and car-

ries a 375-gallon water tank. 

Photo courtesy of Larry Bradford 

In memorial: Supervisor Jacob and Lakeside 

Fire Protection Chief Andy Parr at recent 

opening of a Cedar Fire Memorial in Lakeside. 
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