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will serve as a start-
ing point to educate 
locals, visitors, 
school groups and 
others about all our 
rural area has to 
offer.ò 
    The $8.6 million 
attraction is sched-
uled to open next 
fall and will include 
exhibits, an amphi-
theater and a stag-

ing area for hikers. Volunteer 
docents will help lead tours 
and other events. 
    The building will feature an  

    Construction has 
started on the Santa 
Ysabel Nature Cen-
ter, the first attrac-
tion of its type in 
San Diego County 
to showcase the re-
gionôs beautiful 
backcountry. 
    The 6,000-square
-foot, county-
funded project is 
rising on the roll-
ing hills of the Santa Ysabel 
Preserve, near the intersec-
tion of state Routes 78 and 79 
and northwest of Julian.  
    ñOur backcountry is a real  

treasure, on a par with San 
Diegoôs beaches and bays,ò 
said District 2 Supervisor Di-
anne Jacob, a longtime rural  
resident. ñThe nature center 

Pristine location: Artist rendering shows center in hillside setting.  

 

 

    State lawmakers recently 
approved two bills backed by 
Supervisor Jacob that give 
prosecutors added tools to 
combat human trafficking.  
    One of the new laws re-
quires Californiaôs lodging 
industry to train employees 
on how to identify and inter-
act with victims of sex exploi-
tation. The other gives dis-
trict attorneys across the state 
the ability to increase mone-
tary judgements for victims in 
civil cases. 

    Casa de Oro ð Spanish for 
ñHouse of Goldò ð is looking 
to regain its shine.  
    The San Diego Association 
of Governments recently 
awarded the Casa de Oro Al-
liance a $500,000 grant to 
work with the county on a 
revitalization plan.  

    Supervisor Jacob praised 
the Alliance for its tireless 
efforts to build a safer, more 
vibrant community.  
    The development of a re-
newal plan will set the stage 
for a major transformation of 
the area. The Alliance is  
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crisis.ò 
    The $13 million is the initial out-
lay from a special $25 million 
housing trust fund created in 2017 
at the urging of Supervisor Jacob 
and Supervisor Ron Roberts. The 
fund is one of several county hous-

ing initiatives that have been 
approved or are in the works. 
    A formal groundbreaking 
for the Poway housing project 
could happen as soon as this 
spring. 
    ñThe development will be a 
big plus for Poway and is part 
of our broader efforts across 
the region to meet the grow-
ing demand for affordable 
housing for our neediest resi-
dents, including low -income 
seniors, veterans and the de-

velopmentally disabled,ò the Super-
visor said. 

    San Diego County is work-
ing with developers across the 
region to ramp up the con-
struction of lower -cost hous-
ing for veterans, seniors and 
others in need. 
    The Board of Supervisors 
recently voted to enter into 
negotiations and award more 
than $13 million to six pro-
jects that will result in over 
450 new homes for low-
income residents. The list in-
cludes a 54-unit housing com-
plex planned in Poway for those 
with developmental disabilities.  
    ñMany San Diego veterans, sen-
iors and families struggle to keep a 
roof over their heads,ò Jacob said. 
ñThis initiative marks a big step in 
our efforts to tackle this housing  

 

 

environmentally -friendly design 
that grew out of extensive consulta-
tions with the community and en-
ergy experts. 
    It will be close to many popular 
outdoor attractions, including the 
Volcan Mountain Preserve and 

Continued from Page 1 

Scenic showcase:  The attraction will include a large exhibit space and an amphitheater.  

Heise County Park. 
    In 2010, the Nature Conservancy 
donated 84 acres to the county 
with the agreement that it would 
preserve more Santa Ysabel grass-
land and develop a nature center. 
Santa Ysabel Preserve spans 6,000 
acres. 
    The center will be operated by 
the county Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

 

working closely with the Supervisor 
on a series of long-range initiatives, 
including improved roads, drainage 
and signs, along with a bigger, bet-
ter library.  
    Drafting a renewal plan for Casa 
de Oro is anticipated to kick-off in 
early 2019 and is expected to take 
approximately two years to com-
plete. 
    There will be numerous opportu-
nities to be involved in the process, 
including public workshops and 
community surveys. 
    If you would like to receive pro-
ject updates, please contact: 
tara.lieberman@sdcounty.ca.gov. 
    The Casa De Oro Alliance is a 
nonprofit organization created by 
longtime residents, merchants, 
property owners and others in an 
effort to restore the area to the 
quaint, more family -oriented com-
munity it once was. 
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    Success stories, weôve got a lot 
of them. Among those in District 2 
and the broader region to recently 
receive county proclamations: 

 
Elyssa  
Robertson  
Elyssa recently 
retired as exec-
utive director 
of the Water 
Conservation 
Garden in Ran-
cho San Diego.  
She leaves be-
hind a legacy 

as a fiscally savvy team-builder. 
The garden includes native plants 
and how-to displays. 
 
Jacob Gertonson  
The East County resident is a 
longtime volunteer with the 
Lakeside Christian Helps Center. 
He helps bring in donations to the 
non-profit group and assists in 
the distribution of food and gifts 
to families and seniors in need.  
 
The San Diego  
Union -Tribune  

San Diegoôs longest-running busi-
ness,  The San Diego Union-
Tribune, recently marked its 150 
year in operation. It has chroni-
cled the development of our re-
gion since 1868. 

   

 

    The problem: Lakeside 
mother Sonja Ramos recently 
came to Supervisor Jacob with 
safety concerns about a roadside 
school bus stop in Eucalyptus 
Hills.  
    Jacob requested that county 
staff look into the issue. 
    The upshot: A county public 
works crew promptly erected a 
fence as a safety measure at the 
stop. 
    Responded Ramos: ñThe fence 

is up and Iôm breathing a lot easi-
er knowing our kids, friendsô kids 
and the commuters along Post 
Hill Road are safer today thanks 
to the rapid response by Dianne 
Jacobsôs office and county team 
who worked so quickly to get this 
job done.ò    

A series about neighborhood issues 
raised and resolved in East County 
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    Supervisor Jacob has been work-
ing with the District Attorneyôs Of-
fice, the Sheriffôs Department, local 
educators and others for years to 
address the impact of human traf-
ficking.  
    Researchers say San Diegoôs un-
derground sex economy nets about 
$810 million in annual revenue 
and ensnares thousands of victims 
ð mostly young women and teen-
agers ð each year. 
    State Sen. Toni Atkins intro-
duced the lodging industry bill,  

while Assemblyman Brian 
Maienschein, sponsored the bill 
related to monetary damages. 
    ñI want to thank state lawmak-
ers for stepping up and doing the 
right thing,ò Jacob said. ñThese 
new laws will give us added tools 
to combat sex slavery across our 
entire state.ò 
    In 2015, local, state and federal 
law enforcement agencies created 
a special task force in San Diego 
to tackle trafficking.  

Bus barrier built: County public works crew erects a fence near bus stop in Lakeside. 
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