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S afe Open Space
Continued from Page 1

flames from jumping trails in finicky summer winds. Homes cleared of dry brush and surrounded by defe nsible space had a far greater chance of surviving the fire than unprotected homes.
Those of us committed to the overall goals of the Wild Heritage Wilderness Act have a model from
which to craft a safety- first approach to land preservation. That
model is a landmark piece of open space legislation authored in
1999 by then-San Diego Congressman Brian Bilbray. The Otay
Mountain Wilderness Act provides long-term protection for
18,500 acres on Otay Mountain while respecting the needs of
public safety agencies.
Before passage of the Otay Mountain Wilderness Act, Otay
Mountain’s once-pristine landscape had been trashed, trampled
and burned by ruthless border smugglers who coaxed masses of
immigrants through miles of treacherous terrain. Because firefighters, Border Patrol agents and wildlife agencies had very
East County’s majestic landscape includes the
limited access to the area, people died from exposure, fires
soothing waterfalls of Cedar Creek.
burned unchecked and the habitat was ravaged.
All that changed when public safety agencies were allowed to construct several low- impact, dirt access
roads into remote canyons and high mountain peaks. Agents had a means to reach people in distress and it
was much easier to extinguish fires. Smuggler trails, once carved into hillsides, began to regenerate. In
short, Otay Mountain healed.
The Secretary of the Interior at the time, Bruce Babbitt lauded the effort and said he was surprised at
how quickly the land had been restored to its natural condition.
What the parties who worked toward the preservation of Otay Mountain learned most from the experience was that each and every agency involved supported the protection of some of the most
beautiful and ecologically valuable land in the world.
Many people are still surprised to learn that the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CDF) does more than just fight wildfires. CDF officials in San Diego
work with biologists, geologists, archeologists and water quality specialists from sister resource departments to monitor brush conditions. These specialists understand the biological cycles of Back Country vegetation and help teach local governments how to improve
growing cond itions for native plants and wildlife species.
A majority of the San Diego County Board of Supervisors recognizes the importance
of putting land into open space for generations to come and wants to make certain adequate fire protection takes top priority. Luckily, we have an open dialogue with our federal legislators to make certain that the Wild Heritage Wilderness Act incorporates a
safety- first approach to the preservation of land.
When all is said and done, we will have preserved 40,000 acres of extraordinary
open space – and greater piece of mind when it comes to pubic safety.

For more information about protecting your property from fire please
contact the Fire Safe Council of San Diego County at 619 562-0096.
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ulian’s famous apple orchards, like Janet Johnson’s Apple Lane Orchard pictured below, escaped the
destructive flames of last month’s Pines fire and are just waiting to welcome visitors to the town’s
annual Apple Days celebration.
Long-time East County residents know that Julian is one of the best place in all of San Diego County for
a weekend getaway, especially in fall when the apples are ripe for picking. The town’s hotels and inns are
as charming as their owners who often like to tell guests amusing stories about the history of California’s
goldrush. Visitors love exploring Julian’s Main Street and many say they
feel as thought they’ve traveled back in time to a place where friendliness
and courtesy make for a more peaceful way of life.
With cozy corner cafes, hardware and craft stores, unique jewelry galleries and delicious restaurants, Julian merchants offer products and service
you just can’t find anywhere outside a small town. Here are a few events
happening in Julian this month:
September 7
Grape Stomp Fest, 11 a.m. at the Menghini Winery
September 14-15
Julian Historic Days Celebration along Main Street
September 21-22
31st Annual Bluegrass Festival, 9 a.m. at Frank Lane Park
September 28-29
Menghini Arts and Music Festival, 10 a.m. at the Menghini Winery

Supervisor Jacob picks the first apple
to kick off Apple Days in Julian

After the Pines fire, the people of Julian are working hard to let visitors know that their special town is
open for business. I plan to show my support and visit Julian for an orchard walk, some cider tasting and if
course, that famous apple pie. I hope you and your family will consider a visit to Julian too!

Join me for Coffee and Conversation…
Friday, September 27, 2002 8:30 a.m.
Incredible Cheesecake Company
11555 Via Rancho San Diego Road, El Cajon

Name_________________________________________
Signature______________________________________
Company______________________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________
City, Zip_______________________________________
Phone/e-mail_________________________________
We hope to hear from you soon!

DIANNE JACOB
Supervisor, Second District
San Diego County Board of Supervisors
1600 Pacific Highway, Room 335
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 531-5522
(800) 852-7322 toll free
(619) 696-7253 fax
e-mail:
dianne.jacob@sdcounty.ca.gov
website:
www.diannejacob.com

Sep-02

(619)531-5522

The Jacob Journal will be mailed to you on a regular basis by
request only. So, if you like what you’ve read, fill out the form
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