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Skating to completion: Teens, parents look forward to the skate park opening. 

County launches elder care reforms  

    At the urging of Supervisor 

Dianne Jacob and others, county 

officials are moving to improve 

the level of care and oversight at 

nursing homes and other elder 

care facilities across the region. 

    The Board of Supervisors re-

cently approved a package of 

initiatives that includes the ex-

pansion of a patient advocacy 

program, creation of a special 

prosecution unit and the develop-

ment of a seal or grading system 

for residential care homes. 

    ñWhile many assisted living 

homes and skilled nursing facili-

ties do right by our elderly, oth-

ers are a source of shame,ò said 

Jacob. ñThe conditions at some 

homes are deplorable. Thereôs 

not enough staff training. Thereôs 

not enough supervision. Thereôs 

not enough state oversight. And 

when the state does act, the pen-

-alties lack punch.ò 

    Jacob outlined the reforms in 

her State of the County address in 

January following a series of 

watchdog reports in U-T San Die-

Continued on next page 

Supervisors approve 
initiatives aimed at 
boosting oversight  

New skate park 
nearly complete 

    Get ready to roll, skateboarders. 

Lakesideôs first skateboard park is 

set to open later this spring. 

    The long-awaited, 16,000-

square-foot, multi-ramp attraction 

is under construction at Lindo 

Lake County Park. 

    The project follows several 

years of planning by community 

leaders, Supervisor Jacob and the 

County Park and Recreation staff. 

    The county picked the site and 

is covering the cost of construc-

tion. The community is raising 

money to fund annual mainte-

nance costs. 
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-go and other media outlets that docu-

mented disturbing gaps in treatment 

and supervision, leading in some cases 

to serious illness and even death. 

    Supervisor Greg Cox and District 

Attorney Bonnie Dumanis have 

teamed up with Jacob on the issue and 

co-sponsored the reforms recently 

backed by the board.   

    ñWe canôt wait for the state to take 

action, not when vulnerable people are 

at risk,ò said Cox. 

    ñWe need to take action at the local 

government level, right here, right 

now!ò 

    ñProtecting senior citizens in our 

community is one of my priorities as 

District Attorney,ò said Dumanis. 

ñThanks to Chairwoman Dianne Jacob 

and the Board of Supervisors, we can 

concentrate more of our efforts over 

the next year on investigating and 

prosecuting crimes against our most 

vulnerable citizens and raising public 

awareness about preventing and re-

-porting abuse at residential and long-

term care facilities. Our goal is to ob-

tain permanent funding to keep up 

these efforts for years to come.ò 

    Supervisors unanimously voted to: 

    Å Beef up the countyôs long-term 

care ombudsman program. The number 

of full-time patient advocates would 

double, from four to at least eight. 

These advocates investigate patient 

complaints and serve as the countyôs 

eyes and ears in the field. 

    Å Create a special eight-person unit 

in the District Attorneyôs Office to in-

vestigate and prosecute crimes com-

mitted against residents of long-term 

care facilities. 

    Å Develop a seal or grading system 

to help families find quality care for 

their loved ones. A group of residential 

care operators has agreed to work with 

the county, the Better Business Bureau 

and other groups to create the con-

sumer yardstick. 

    Å Advocate for legislation in Sacra-

mento that would increase state in-

spections and fines, institute a patient 

rights program and make other im-

provements aimed at boosting the 

health and safety of residents. 

    "It is imperative that our county and 

state elected officials work hand-in-

hand to protect vulnerable seniors,ò 

said Aaron Byzak, founder of Hazelôs 

Army, an elder care reform group. 

ñThe county Board of Supervisors 

deserves tremendous credit for pro-

moting such collaboration." 

    A recent study by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services 

found that one out of three patients in 

skilled nursing facilities has suffered 

an infection, medication error or other 

harm related to treatment. 

Continued from Page 1 

 

ñWhile many assisted living 
homes and skilled nursing facili-

ties do right by our elderly, 
others are a source of shame.ò  

To learn more go to: 

www.diannejacob.com or 

www.sdcounty.ca.gov/hhsa/

programs/ais/ 

 

    San Diego County contin-

ues to beef up public safety 

facilities in Supervisor Jacobôs 

district  ð from the burbs to 

the backcountry. 

    Among the items on the 

countyôs to-do list: Comple-

tion this spring of the new 

Sheriffôs Department substa-

tion in Pine Valley. 

    The $3.3 million facility 

(shown at right) is over three 

times the size of the commu-

nityôs current substation. It 

will house deputies and senior 

volunteers, and will include 

space that can be shared with other 

law enforcement agencies. 

    Construction is under way on Old 

Highway 80 at Corte Madera Road,  

    Other public safety projects 

that have recently opened or 

are in the works: 

    Å Sheriffôs substation in 

Lakeside. County officials re-

cently purchased an office 

building and adjacent property 

to convert into a new law en-

forcement hub. 

    Å New fire station in Boule-

vard. Work has started on the 

$3.5 million project, with com-

pletion as soon as this year. 

Both county and Cal Fire fire-

fighters are expected to share 

the facility. 

    Å Sheriffôs station in Rancho San 

Diego. The facility opened in Febru-

ary and houses more than 100 depu-

ties and other personnel. 

East County projects help boost public safety 

with a ribbon-cutting set for June 6 at 

10 a.m. Sheriff Bill Gore and Supervi-

sor Jacob will be among the speakers. 

Elder care  
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